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Published by the Benton County Auditor

Registration Deadlines:

These deadlines apply to new
registrations & voter updates!

Mail: February 6

Online: February 6

In-Person: February 14 

Military & Overseas Ballots 
Mailed: January 11

Ballots Mailed: January 25

Ballot Drop Box Locations:

Courthouse 
620 Market St., Prosser

Benton City - City Hall 
1009 Dale Ave., Benton City

West Richland Library (Drive up)
3803 W. Van Giesen St., West Richland

West Richland - City Hall (Drive up)
3100 Belmont Blvd., West Richland

Jeff erson Park (Drive up)
Symons St., Richland

WSU Tri-Cities (Drive up) 
2710 Crimson Way, Richland

Benton County Voting Center (Drive 
Up - In Parking Lot Streetside)
2600 N. Columbia Center Blvd., Richland

Benton County Voting Center (Inside)
2618 N. Columbia Center Blvd., Richland

Badger Mountain Community Park
(Drive up) 350 Keene Rd., Richland

Benton County Campus (Drive up) 
7122 W. Okanogan Pl., Kennewick

Kennewick - City Hall (Drive up)
210 W. 6th Ave., Kennewick

Finley Middle School (Drive Up - In 
Parking Lot Streetside) - NEW
37208 S Finley Rd., Kennewick

Benton County
Offi  cial Local Voters’ Pamphlet

February 14, 2023 Special Election

Additional Resources:

Local Election Information
www.bentonelections.com
(livechat feature available)

County Information
www.co.benton.wa.us

State Election Information
www.sos.wa.gov

Campaign Finance Information
www.pdc.wa.gov

Published by the Benton County Auditor
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To register to vote, you must be:

• A citizen of the United States.

• A legal resident of Washington State.

• Not serving a sentence of total 
confi nement under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Corrections.

Three ways to register:

• Online - www.VoteWA.gov
• By mail - Call us at (509) 736-3085 and we will 

mail you a form. 
• In Person - 

Benton County Courthouse, 620 Market St., Prosser 
Benton County Voting Center, 2618 N. Columbia 
Center Blvd., Richland

Ballot Return Deadline:
Election Date By Mail Drop Box or In-Person

February 14, 2023 Postmarked by 
February 14, 2023

By 8:00 p.m.
February 14, 2023 (Election Day)

Tips to ensure your ballot is counted:

1. If you are not sure what signature we have on fi le, take a look at your Driver’s License. 
Many people register to vote when they apply/renew their Driver’s License, so that is 
the signature we have on fi le for you. 

2. The signature on your ballot does not need to be perfect or in cursive. It just needs to 
be consistent and match what we have on fi le.

3. Sometimes signatures change. If that’s the case, don’t worry! We will send you a letter 
and a form to update your signature. If we have a phone number on fi le for you, we will 
also call you to remind you to return your form.

4. If you would like to update your signature for future elections, simply scan the QR code 
to print a voter registration form. You can mail the form back to us at the address listed 
on the form. 

Are you mailing your ballot?
Check the collection time!

To account for delivery standards and to allow for contingencies, the USPS recommends voters 
mail their ballot at least 1 week prior to Election Day.  If you are unable to do so, we recommend 
that you use one of the conveniently located drop boxes.

Offi  cial Ballot Drop Boxes are open until 8:00 p.m. on February 14. 
A list of Offi  cial Ballot Drop Box locations is on page 19.

Please Note: The ballot drop box previously located at 5600 W. Canal Dr. has 
been permanently removed. All licensing and recording services at that address 
have been relocated to the Benton County Campus at 7122 W. Okanogan Pl. 
Building E, Kennewick where a new drive-up drop box has been installed for 
your convenience. There are no voting services off ered at this location. 

General Voters’ Information
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See next page for Kennewick School District No.17 | Proposition No. 1 Pro-Con Statements

Kennewick School District No. 17 | Proposition No. 1

Local Ballot Measure

Kennewick School District No.17
Proposition No. 1 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND 

OPERATIONS LEVY

The Board of Directors of Kennewick School District No. 
17 adopted Resolution No. 1, 2022-2023, concerning 
a proposition to fi nance educational programs and 
operations expenses.  This proposition would authorize 
the District to meet the educational needs of its students 
by levying the following excess taxes, on all taxable 
property within the District, for educational programs 
and operations expenses not funded by the State of 
Washington:

Collection Year

Estimated Levy 
Rate/$1,000

Assessed Value
Levy Amount

2024 $1.73 $23,000,000

2025 $1.68 $23,850,000

2026 $1.63 $24,700,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 1, 2022-2023. Should 

this proposition be approved?

LEVY YES  

LEVY NO    

The Offi  cial Ballot Title was written by the Kennewick School District as 
required by law. The Benton County Auditor is not responsible for the 
content of arguments or statements. 

Committee & Contact Information 
Pro Committee

Pat Mastaler
Jan Fraley
Mary Lynn Merriman

Committee Contact # (509) 308-4286

PROPOSITION NO. 1 – EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
AND OPERATIONS LEVY

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow Kennewick 
School District to levy taxes for a three-year period to 
pay expenses of educational programs and operations 
that are not fully funded by the State of Washington. 
These expenses include, but are not limited to: 
teachers and support staff ; staff  for maintenance, 
security, health and safety; special education 
programs; transportation operations; staff  professional 
development; co-curricular and extra-curricular 
athletic activities; and other educational programs and 
operations expenses.  Further information is available 
on the District’s website at https://www.ksd.org/.

The proposed three-year educational programs and 
operations tax levy would authorize collection of taxes 
to provide up to $23,000,000 in 2024, $23,850,000 
in 2025 and $24,700,000 in 2026. The tax levy rate 
required to produce these levy amounts is estimated 
to be $1.73 in 2024, $1.68 in 2025 and $1.63 in 2026 
(estimated levy rate per $1,000 of assessed value). 
The exact tax levy rates and amounts to be collected 
may be adjusted based upon the limitations imposed 
by State law at the time of the tax levy. Exemptions 
from taxes may be available to certain homeowners. 
To determine if you qualify, call the Benton County 
Assessor at (509)786.2046. 

Committee & Contact Information 
Con Committee

Dallas Burt

Committee Contact # (509) 380-4263

Explanatory Statement
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Pro Committee Statement

See next page for Paterson School District No. 50 | Proposition No. 1

Con Committee Statement
Kennewick School District No. 17 | Proposition No. 1

We encourage you to vote “Yes” for KSD’s three-year 
Educational Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy.  It 
funds daily classroom and operational needs beyond 
what is provided by the state of Washington. 

This levy is about Learning, Safety, Security, and 
Activities; every child benefi ts.  This levy impacts every 
KSD school and directly funds high-quality instruction and 
academic support for each of the over 19,000 
Kennewick School District students. EP&O funding 
provides vital support for programs such as Advanced 
Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) 
courses, special education, the dual language programs, 
librarians, art, physical education, music, athletics, and 
other student engagement programs. It supports student 
well-being by providing funds for counselors and school 
nurses. Your ‘Yes’ vote supports keeping our facilities 
clean, safe, and well-maintained.

Levy proposal includes additional security at our schools.  
In response to community concerns, this levy includes 
funds to enhance security at our schools by providing 
full coverage at all schools, including additional school 
resource offi  cers for middle schools and limited 
commission safety offi  cers at all elementary schools and 
Legacy/Phoenix high schools. Your ‘Yes’ votes helps keep 
our students safer.

Additional state funding available by approving the levy. 
Passing this levy makes KSD eligible for an additional 
$14 million in state Local Eff ort Assistance funding. The 
EP&O, when combined with this additional funding, 
accounts for a signifi cant percent of the district’s 
budget.

Vote Yes. Please vote “Yes” to continue to provide all 
KSD students excellent educational programs in safe, 
secure schools. Our kids. Our schools.  Our community.  

Local Voters’ Pamphlet
These statements are printed exactly as submitted with no spelling, grammatical or other 
corrections made.  The candidate or campaign committee is responsible for content.  

Pro Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

Con Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

No Statement Submitted
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See next page for Paterson School District No. 50  | Proposition No. 1 Pro-Con Statements 

Local Ballot Measure

Paterson School District No. 50
Proposition No. 1 
REPLACEMENT EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAMS AND OPERATION LEVY

The Board of Directors of Paterson School District 
No. 50 adopted Resolution No. 03-2022, concerning 
a proposition to fi nance educational programs and 
operation expenses.  This proposition would authorize 
the District to levy the following excess taxes, in place 
of an expiring levy, on all taxable property within the 
District, for support of the District’s educational programs 
and operation expenses not funded by the State of 
Washington:

Collection Year

Estimated Levy 
Rate/$1,000

Assessed Value
Levy Amount

2024 $0.68 $360,403

2025 $0.68 $369,413

2026 $0.68 $378,648

all as provided in Resolution No. 03-2022.  Should this 

proposition be approved?

LEVY YES  

LEVY NO

The Offi  cial Ballot Title was written by the Paterson School District as 
required by law. The Benton County Auditor is not responsible for the 
content of arguments or statements.

PROPOSITION NO. 1 – REPLACEMENT 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OPERATION LEVY

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow Paterson 
School District to replace an existing educational 
programs and operation levy that will expire at the 
end of calendar year 2023. The taxes collected by 
this replacement levy will be used to pay expenses of 
educational programs and operation that are not fully 
funded by the State of Washington. These expenses 
include, but are not limited to: maintaining class size 
to provide one teacher per grade; Sports/Activity bus 
for Paterson students for both middle school and 
high school students so that they can be involved in 
academic and extracurricular activities through Housel 
Middle School and Prosser High School (our non-high 
servicing district); classifi ed and certifi cated salaries; 
salaries for activities, such as Adventure Fridays, 
summer school, and outside activities and programs; 
basic transportation; technology; nutrition services; 
special education; professional development; student 
elective programs; educational support personnel; 
and safety measures for students and staff .  Further 
information is available at 
https://www.patersonschool.org/.

The proposed three-year replacement educational 
programs and operations tax levy would authorize 
collection of taxes to provide up to $360,403 in 2024, 
$369,413 in 2025 and $378,648 in 2026. The tax 
levy rate required to produce these levy amounts is 
estimated to be $0.68 per $1,000 of assessed value. 
The exact tax levy rates and amounts to be collected 
may be adjusted based upon the limitations imposed 
by State law at the time of the tax levy. Exemptions 
from taxes may be available. To determine if you 
qualify, call the Benton County Assessor (509)786-
2046. 

Committee & Contact Information 
Pro Committee

Pat Tucker 

Committee Contact # (509) 788-1130

Committee & Contact Information 
Con Committee

No Committee Information Submitted

Explanatory Statement
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Pro Committee Statement

See next page for Kiona-Benton School District No. 52 | Proposition No. 1

Con Committee Statement
Paterson School District No. 50 | Proposition No. 1

I have been a Paterson community member for almost 
50 years and was on the school Board for 12 years 
during the 2 building campaigns    I have watched the 
school go from a 2 room 30 student 1-5 school to the 
present 10 room 160 student Pre-K to grade 8 now.  
What a blessing the school is for our local families.   

It is important give continued fi nancial support to this 
institution that is at the heart of our community.  The 
reasonable request of 68 cents per thousand valuation 
for 3 years translates to $136 annually for a home 
valued at $200,000.  This levy will provide over 
$1,100,000 for our school budget. There is no 
continuing bond obligation on your tax bill as the 
buildings have all been fully paid for. 

The funds will be used for enhanced security, activity 
bus, summer school, maintaining class size, adventure 
Fridays and extra-curricular activities, technology 
updates and food service enhancements.

I recommend voting yes on this levy to maintain and 
improve the quality of our school.  A quality school is 
important not only for the families of students but also 
for the entire community as it will raise the resale 
values on all homes due to the desirability of living 
here.

Local Voters’ Pamphlet
These statements are printed exactly as submitted with no spelling, grammatical or other 
corrections made.  The candidate or campaign committee is responsible for content.  

Pro Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

Con Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

No Statement Submitted
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See next page for Kiona-Benton School District No. 52  | Proposition No. 1 Pro-Con Statements 

Local Ballot Measure

Kiona-Benton School District No. 52
Proposition No. 1 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND 

OPERATION REPLACEMENT LEVY

The Board of Directors of Kiona-Benton City School 
District No. 52 adopted Resolution No. 7-2022, 
concerning a proposition to fi nance educational programs 
and operation expenses.  This proposition would 
authorize the District to levy the following excess taxes, 
in place of an expiring levy, on all taxable property within 
the District, for educational programs and operation 
expenses not funded by the State (including athletics, 
music, technology support, special education, class size, 
nurses, counselors, safety staff , advanced courses, and 
extracurricular activities):

Collection Year

Estimated Levy 
Rate/$1,000

Assessed Value
Levy Amount

2024 $1.50 $1,747,483

2025 $1.50 $1,870,680

all as provided in Resolution No. 7-2022. Should this 

proposition be approved?

LEVY YES  

LEVY NO

The Offi  cial Ballot Title was written by the Kiona-Benton School District 
as required by law. The Benton County Auditor is not responsible for the 
content of arguments or statements.

PROPOSITION NO. 1 – EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
AND OPERATION REPLACMENT LEVY

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow            
Kiona-Benton City School District to replace an expiring 
educational programs and operation levy. The taxes 
collected by this replacement levy will be used to pay 
for expenses of educational programs and operation 
that are not fully funded by the State of Washington.  
These expenses include, but are not limited to: 
technology; athletics; smaller class sizes; school 
safety; instructional materials; special education; 
maintenance; student activities; teaching and support 
staff ; and other educational programs and operation 
expenses.  Taxes collected by the proposed levy will 
provide approximately 8% of the District’s annual 
General Fund budget.  Further information is available 
at the District’s website https://www.kibesd.org/.

The proposed two-year replacement levy would 
authorize the collection of taxes to provide up to 
$1,747,483 in 2024 and $1,870,680 in 2025.  The tax 
levy rate required to produce these levy amounts is 
estimated to be $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value.  
The exact tax levy rates and amounts to be collected 
may be adjusted based upon the limitations imposed 
by State law at the time of the levy.  Exemptions 
from taxes may be available to certain homeowners.  
To determine if you qualify, call the Benton County 
Assessor at (509)786-2046. 

Committee & Contact Information 
Pro Committee

Rick Harding
Dale Thornton

Committee Contact # (509) 948-3034

Committee & Contact Information 
Con Committee

No Committee Information Submitted

Explanatory Statement
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Pro Committee Statement Con Committee Statement

See next page for Finley School District No. 53 | Proposition No. 1

Local Voters’ Pamphlet
These statements are printed exactly as submitted with no spelling, grammatical or other 
corrections made.  The candidate or campaign committee is responsible for content.  

Pro Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

Con Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

No Statement SubmittedNo Statement Submitted
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Local Ballot Measure

Finley School District No. 53
Proposition No. 1 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND 

OPERATION LEVY

The Board of Directors of Finley School District No. 
53 adopted Resolution No. 2022-06, concerning a 
proposition to fi nance educational programs and 
operation expenses.  This proposition would authorize 
the District to levy the following excess taxes, on all 
taxable property within the District, for support of the 
District’s educational programs and operation expenses 
not funded by the State of Washington:

Collection Year Estimated Levy 
Rate/$1,000

Assessed Value

Levy Amount

2024 $2.25 $1,430.000

2025 $2.27 $1,475,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 2022-06. Should this 

proposition be approved?

LEVY YES  

LEVY NO 

The Offi  cial Ballot Title was written by the Finley School District as 
required by law. The Benton County Auditor is not responsible for the 
content of arguments or statements.

See next page for Finley School District No. 53 | Proposition No. 1 Pro-Con Statements 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 – EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
AND OPERATION LEVY

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow Finley 
School District to levy taxes for a two-year period 
to pay for expenses of educational programs and 
operation that are not fully funded by the State of 
Washington. These expenses include, but are not 
limited to: smaller class sizes; teaching and support 
staff ; school safety; instructional materials; special 
education; student activities; athletics; building 
maintenance and operations; and other educational 
programs and operation expenses. Taxes collected by 
the proposed levy will provide approximately 9.82% of 
the District’s General Fund budget. Further information 
is available on the District’s website at https://www.
fi nleysd.org/.

The proposed two-year levy would authorize collection 
of taxes to provide up to $1,430,000 in 2024 and 
$1,475,000 in 2025. The tax levy rate required to 
produce these levy amounts is estimated to be $2.25 
in 2024 and $2.27 in 2025 (estimated levy rate per 
$1,000 of assessed value). The exact tax levy rates 
and amounts to be collected may be adjusted based 
upon the limitations imposed by State law at the time of 
the tax levy. Exemptions from taxes may be available 
to certain homeowners. To determine if you qualify, call 
the Benton County Assessor at (509)786-2046. 

Committee & Contact Information 
Pro Committee

Chris Knighten
Staci Curbow
Maigan Hanberg

Committee Contact: (360) 880-1594

Committee & Contact Information 
Con Committee

No Committee Information Submitted 

Explanatory Statement
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See next page for Richland School District No. 400 | Proposition No. 1

Local Voters’ Pamphlet
These statements are printed exactly as submitted with no spelling, grammatical or other corrections 
made.  The candidate or campaign committee is responsible for content.  

Pro Committee Statement
Please support our kids, our future.

Finley community, vote yes for the FSD school levy! 
Schools are funded through three avenues: Federal, 
state, and local levies. Federal and state dollars are 
tied to specifi c programs and can only be used in that 
capacity. School districts are then forced to rely on levy 
dollars to bridge the divide between essential programs 
and costs not fully funded by the state.
  
Your dollars are used to support essential programs: 
Smaller classroom numbers, Instructional & Curriculum 
consumables, Technology, Athletics, Extracurricular 
activities (including music program), Maintenance & 
Operations, Staffi  ng, and Professional Training. 

District reductions have been felt across the district 
from preschool to graduation.  Every Finley student is 
impacted by levy dollars!  Our classrooms numbers 
have grown. Students have fewer opportunities for 
individualized learning. The music program districtwide 
has been cut.

The levy has a major impact on Athletics. The levy 
failure caused athletic teams to lose one coaching 
position. Travel greater than 70 miles has been 
canceled. Middle school sports are consolidated to one 
team and middle school wrestling eliminated. Athletics 
provide a wealth of experience; competitively & 
socially. Being able to work as a team is a skill required 
to be a contributing member of our society; which is the 
purpose of public education. Levies help keep the door 
of opportunity open, our kids deserve it! 

Please help us give our kids a bright future and 
fantastic school experience.  Vote yes for our kids, vote 
yes for our future!

Con Committee Statement

Con Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

Pro Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

No Statement Submitted
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Local Ballot Measure

Richland School District No. 400 
Proposition No. 1 
CAPITAL LEVY FOR SAFETY AND 

SECURITY ENHANCEMENTS AND HIGH 

SCHOOL FACILITIES EVALUATION AND 

DESIGN

The Board of Directors of Richland School District 
No. 400 adopted Resolution No. 951, concerning a 
proposition to improve safety, security and educational 
opportunities.  This proposition would authorize the 
District to levy the following excess taxes, on all taxable 
property within the District, to make District-wide safety 
and security enhancements (single point entries, secure 
vestibules, surveillance, access controls) and evaluate/
design new and renovated high school facilities:

Collection Year

Estimated Levy 
Rate/$1,000

Assessed Value
Levy Amount

2024 $0.31 $3,900,000

2025 $0.30 $3,900,000

2026 $0.29 $3,900,000

2027 $0.28 $3,800,000

2028 $0.27 $3,750,000

2029 $0.27 $3,750,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 951.  Should this 

proposition be approved?

LEVY YES  

LEVY NO

The Offi  cial Ballot Title was written by the Richland School District as 
required by law. The Benton County Auditor is not responsible for the 
content of arguments or statements.

PROPOSITION NO. 1 – CAPITAL LEVY FOR SAFETY 
AND SECURITY ENHANCEMENTS AND HIGH 
SCHOOL FACILITIES EVALUATION AND DESIGN

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would authorize 
Richland School District to levy taxes over a six year 
period to pay costs of making District-wide safety 
and security enhancements, including, but not limited 
to: (1) renovating school facilities to provide single 
point entries and secure vestibules; (2) acquiring and 
installing surveillance systems, access controls and 
other safety and security systems; and (3) making 
other safety and security enhancements.

The proposed capital levy will also pay costs of 
evaluating and designing new and renovated high 
school facilities, including, but not limited to: (1) initial 
architect design and engineering work; (2) educational 
specifi cations and programing; (3) site surveys; (4) 
geotechnical, environmental and feasibility studies; 
and (5) other evaluation, design and pre-construction 
activities.

The School Board determined the foregoing capital 
improvements were necessary due to student and staff  
safety and security concerns and the need to plan for 
new and renovated high school facilities to improve 
and expand educational opportunities.

The proposed six-year capital levy would authorize 
collection of taxes to provide $3,900,000 in years 2024, 
2025 and 2026, $3,800,000 in 2027, and 3,750,000 in 
2028 and 2029.  The average tax levy rate required to 
produce these levy amounts is estimated to be $0.29 
per $1,000 of assessed value.  Further information 
is available at the District’s website at https://www.
rsd.edu/.  Exemptions from taxes may be available to 
certain homeowners.  For more information, call the 
Benton County Assessor at (509)786-2046.

Richland School District No. 400 | Proposition No. 1

See next page for Richland School District No. 400  | Proposition No. 1 Pro-Con Statements 

Committee & Contact Information 
Pro Committee

Danica Garcia

Committee Contact # (509) 593-8601

Committee & Contact Information 
Con Committee

Dallas Burt

Committee Contact # (509) 380-4263

Explanatory Statement
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Pro Committee Statement Con Committee Statement
The Capital Levy for Safety and Security 
Enhancements and High School Facilities Evaluation 
and Design provides funding for the Richland School 
District (RSD) for Modernizing Older Schools For 
Increased Security, Supporting Safety Eff orts With Staff  
Training & Resources, Preparing For Safe Schools In 
The Future. This levy ensures that schools have the 
necessary safety and security measures to protect our 
district’s kids while advancing planning on RSD’s third 
high school and improving other high school facilities.  
Addressing these safety concerns is a top priority and 
advancing planning for the third high school is 
desperately needed. Both existing High Schools are 
overcrowded.

Finances
State dollars will not cover the necessary facility 
improvements to keep our kids safe and to permit 
design and planning of our third high school. State 
lawmakers do not provide funds for school buildings or 
safety improvements; however, in limited 
circumstances the state may provide some matching 
funds.

The Capital Projects Levy, if approved by voters, will 
collect $23 million from property taxes for six years, 
beginning in 2024. The estimated levy rate is $0.31 per 
$1,000 in assessed property value. 

This would cost the majority of district property owners 
$62-$124 annually, or $5-$10 a month.

Vote Yes
Your support is necessary to meet modern security 
needs, support staff  in protecting students through 
enhanced training and tools and allow the district to 
begin planning for future high school facilities to meet 
the growing needs of the district. Vote yes to support 
our students and support our schools. 

No Statement Submitted

Local Voters’ Pamphlet
These statements are printed exactly as submitted with no spelling, grammatical or other corrections 
made.  The candidate or campaign committee is responsible for content.  

Pro Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted

Con Committee Rebuttal
No Statement Submitted
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